Victory Park Self-Guided Wheelchair Trail
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Victory Park is only just over 300 metres from Addlestone Railway Station and can be accessed by turning
right out of the railway station and walking towards the town centre and taking the second road on the right,
which is Victory Park Road. The park is at the very end of Victory Park Road.
There is a car park accessed from the Victory Park Road entrance.

Victory Park Car Park and pedestrian entrance to the park via Victory Park Road
Victory Park is wheelchair accessible and the accessibility of the path running through the middle of the park
has been assessed by Runnymede Access Liaison Group (RALG) to find out more about RALG please visit
their website: www.ralg.org.uk
There are toilet facilities in the park including a disabled toilet.
There are three tennis courts, an outdoor gym, football pitches, a children’s playground, bowling green and
pavilion, and croquet lawn in the park. In the summer months there is a paddling pool for young children.

History
Victory Park started with a letter to the Surrey Herald after the First World War Armistice suggesting
Addlestone’s war memorial could be a recreation ground with a stone memorial to the local men who had
given their lives for their country’s freedom. The idea of creating a park for the town was very popular as the
nearest public park was either Weybridge, Chertsey, or Byfleet. Cllr Doresa led the fundraising for the park.
The site chosen near the town centre was large enough to accommodate an Infant Welfare Centre and a
library if sufficient funds could be raised. This was an ambitious project as the purchase of the land alone
cost £6,000.
There was not enough money for the Infant Welfare Centre or library but in the pavilion building in Victory
Park there has been a nursery since for over 50 years. How many residents in Addlestone have happy
memories of pre-school years spent in Victory Park?
By the end of May 1919, £1000 had been raised for the recreation ground but that was only one third of the
cost. Three fields near of the centre of the town with the combined area of just over three and a half acres
cost £2,500 but the fields would have to be drained at a further cost to the town. At this point it was agreed
to provide memorial gates and pillars listing the names of the fallen at a cost of £400 and landscaping costing
£680, and this was without the annual maintenance need of £200 a year. Cllr Doresa funded the shortfall of
£1,700 to create Victory Park by providing a loan. On the 14th July 1920 the war memorial gates to the park
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were unveiled. The metal gates and arch sculpted by John Whitehead and Sons who produced marble
masonry and monumental sculptural portraits. The firm was based in London and Aberdeen and was active
from about 1880 to 1965. The First World War memorial soldier near St Peter’s Church, Chertsey was
sculpted by John Whitehead’s son, Joseph James Whitehead. The left-hand pillar features sculpted lions
and guns, righthand pillar nautical image. Names of the fallen are on both stone pillars.
Cllr Doresa realised there was no hope of his loan being repaid so he wrote off the loan so the paths and
landscaping in the park could go ahead. On the 23rd July 1923 the park was officially opened, and a marble
fountain unveiled, also paid for by Cllr Doresa in memory of his wife, who died in April 1922.
(source: Emma Warren, Chertsey Museum)

Historical Discovery in the Park
When the tennis courts at Victory Park were reconstructed fragments of a stove tile were found including a
decorative stove tile showing the coat of arms of James I (1603 – 1625). North West Surrey could have been
part of Windsor Great Forest and used by Tudor and Stuart monarchs for hunting. “There was an estate at
Sayes Court, held under royal lease since 1548 where an ‘Oven’ is noted as a separate structure at the
beginning of the recitation of the property in 1610. “Placing heraldic arms on a stove could “be a cost-effective
method of showing loyalty to the regime and could be achieved faster and more cheaply than by the use of
tapestries or schemes of elaborate wall painting or wallpaper”.
Source: David Barker, Addlestone Historical Society www.heathhist.pbworks.com/w/page/17465412/VictoryParkPottery

The Trustees of the British Museum have kindly given their permission to use the following photograph of a
James I heraldic stove tile in this leaflet:
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Victory Park 1960
Trees
During all the seasons the beauty of the trees in Victory Park can be appreciated. From the glorious Oaks
that remind us that North West Surrey was once part of the royal parkland used for hunting deer, to the
numerous flowering Cherry trees a symbol of peace, to the evergreen Fir trees that are appreciated in Winter.

One of the glorious Oaks in the park pictured above, can support 500 different living species. Trees are
standalone eco systems supporting birds, insects, lichen, fungi etc. Ancient trees can support owls and bats.
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Flowering Cherry Trees in the Spring are a Symbol of Friendship and Political Peace
The Copper Beeches are a particularly colourful feature of the park. Beech nuts are edible for humans and
livestock too. For centuries they were fed to pigs in autumn to fatten them up. As a Beech tree can live for
hundreds of years, it can provide important habitat for deadwood specialists like hole-nesting birds and woodboring insects.
(source: Woodland Trust)

The Colourful Copper Beeches
There are also Lime, Ash, Plum Hawthorn and Oak trees.
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As a Place of Contemplation

Courtyard Garden – Photograph by kind permission of Alan Bostock
The park has a number of benches to sit and take time out from our busy lives. The bench in the courtyard
garden is a Lutyens bench. The Lutyens bench was designed by a famous British architect named Sir
Edwin Landseer Lutyens (1869 - 1944).
Lutyens is famous for his style of Arts and Crafts houses across England and built Castle Drogo, Devon
now owned by the National Trust. Lutyens worked in partnership with Gertrude Jekyll a famous Surrey
horticulturist, writer artist and photographer. Together they created over a hundred gardens together.
Lutyens designed Munstead Wood, Godalming where Gertrude Jekyll lived and worked. The house is
Grade I listed. Although the house is in private ownership, the garden is usually open from Spring to
Summer and can be visited. Please see www.munsteadwood.org.uk If you cannot visit the garden
Gertrude Jekyll wrote over 15 books eg Wood and Garden and Colour in the Garden, which can be
borrowed from the local library.
Lutyens bench is appropriate for Victory Park as Lutyens designed many of the Great War memorials
including the Cenotaph in Whitehall, the Thiepval Arch on the Somme. Lutyens is also connected to
Runnymede as he designed the stone pillars and Fairhaven Memorial Lodges on Runnymede Meadows
to commemorate the death of Englefield Green resident, Urban Broughton MP in 1929. In addition, to
designing the single span Runnymede Bridge in 1939 carrying the A30 Staines bypass over the River
Thames. Due to the outbreak of World War II the bridge building did not start until the late 1950s and
was officially opened in 1961.
The most recent bench in the park was provided as part of the 100 year anniversary celebration of the end
of the First World War in November 2018.

Photograph Courtesy of Emma Warren, Curator of Chertsey Museum
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A memorial tree was also planted at the same time and a silent soldier added to the flower border just along
from the main entrance to the park on the right-hand side.

Tree planted to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War I

Remembrance Service in Victory Park led by Reverend Beecroft
on Saturday 10th November 2018 to commemorate the
100th Anniversary of the end of World War I
Photograph by kind permission of Douglas Kurn
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Silent Soldier placed in Flower Bed to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War I

Work of the Parks Team at Victory Park
The Green Space team at Victory Park consists of a groundsman and an assistant groundsman whose work
is overseen by a supervisor who is responsible for both Victory Park and Chertsey Recreation Ground.
Together they design and install planting schemes in the park for the flower borders. They also maintain the
sporting facilities including the football pitches, bowling green and tennis courts. They prune shrubs, trim
hedges, collect leaves and mow the memorial lawns. The paddling pool and play area are inspected and
cleaned. As well as this, they get on with some of the less glamorous but important work such as cleaning
and stocking the toilets, collecting litter and emptying the bins. And they still find the time to provide a friendly
face, and a bit of a chat for park users.

Looking after the Bowling Green in 1960
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Horticultural History in Addlestone
Addlestone has a rich history in horticulture as John Cree’s nursery was set up in 1765, during the reign of
George III (1738 – 1820). John Cree was trained by Mr Aiton at the Botanic Gardens, Kew who worked
under Joseph Banks who was at the forefront of collecting new botanical specimens that has made Kew
renowned for its collection of world species plants. John Cree travelled to Carolina and returned with the
then unknown American Blueberry.

American Blueberry
John Cree supplied plants to George III’s mother the Dowager, Princess Augusta including unusual species
such as the ‘Toothache’ Tree used by native American Indians to dull the pain of toothache. There is a
‘Toothache Tree’ in Savill Gardens, Virginia Water.
John Cree may have selected Addlestone for his nursery due to the proximity of the River Wey to transport
large specimens on the river up to London and other destinations.
The nursey took up quite a number of plots in Addlestone. The main site was located near modern-day
Station Road, Crouch Oak Lane and the High Street. Land opposite Victory Park was also used, and further
plots were in the possession of William Keddie, a business partner and his brother William Cree.
John Cree introduced the Duchess’s Favourite around 1800, which became a popular Victorian garden apple
tree, which was widely grown around London and in the Vale of Evesham, Worcestershire, and in Kent up to
the early 1900s. (Source: www.keepers-nursery.co.uk) There is a Duchess’s Favourite apple tree in the community
orchard in Hythe Park, Egham Hythe.
Cree owned six copyhold cottages in Addlestone at the time of his death in 1816, and John Cree House at
24 – 26 High Street, Addlestone, now rebuilt as an office block, was the family home. He married three times
and his third wife, Ann, was the mother of his only child, a son, John who was born in 1799. His son John
inherited the nursery business when he was 21 years old.
His son John produced two very comprehensive plant catalogues, one in 1829 and another in 1837 titled
‘Hortus Addlestonensis’. Listing over 5000 different plants and how to cultivate them. It is believed that he
grew all the plants listed in the catalogue. Loudon’s Gardeners Magazine gives the nursery a very favourable
write up in 1830 as follows:
“We were much gratified in looking over this nursery, which contains more rare herbaceous plants than any
of the country nurseries, with the exception of that of Messrs. Young at Epsom and is inferior to none in
general arrangement. Mr Cree, his seed-shop, his hot-houses, his dwelling house, and all that is about him
are just what we should expect or wish to surround the author of such an excellent catalogue as the Hortus
Addlestonennsis”. The magazine also gives a description of the nursery: “A very neat green-house and
propagating stove, with stone shelves, span roof etc., heated by hot water by Cottam; numerous wellconstructed pits; and numerous small compartments enclosed with hedges for the rarer plants, are also to
be found here. There is an extensive nursery for fruit and forest trees at some distance.”
The nursery continued through the 1830s. A second catalogue of herbaceous plants cultivated and sold by
John Cree, Addlestone Nursery was produced in 1837. It listed a new apple variety – Addlestone Pippen
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and a variety of mallow named after Cree, the Malva Creeana. The mallow was produced and named in his
honour by fellow nurseryman George Penny of Milford, Surrey.

(from John Paxton’s magazine of Botany and Register of Flowering Plants, 1837)
It is believed that John Cree sold off the last piece of his nursery land in 1838 and became an auctioneer. It
is not known why the nursery business failed so soon after producing such detailed and well-received
catalogues, though one explanation is that there was competition from other local nurseries.
(Source: Beryl Mackenzie on behalf of the Addlestone History Society)

Sport in the Park
Bowls
Addlestone Victory Park Bowls Club was formed in 1931 and is affiliated to Bowls Surrey and Bowls England.
The Club offers a structure enabling members to partake in a wide variety of bowls activities and social
events. The object of the Club is to enhance the game of bowls within the township of Addlestone and the
surrounding area. The lawn can also be used for croquet.

Playing Bowls outside the Bowling Pavilion – by kind permission of Alan Bostock
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Football Pitches

Photograph by kind permission of Alan Bostock

The following information on the football pitches have been provided by Runnymede Borough Council:
•
•
•

One senior pitch - 94 x 55 metres (103 x 60 yards): 11 versus 11 under 17, under 18 and open age
One youth pitch - 72.5 x 46 metres (80 x 50 yards): 9 versus 9 under 11 and under 12
One mini pitch - 55 x 36.5 metres (60 x 40 yards): 7 versus 7 under 9 and under 10
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