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WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE TREE TRAIL
AROUND GOGMORE FARM PARK, CHERTSEY
Off Curfew Bell Road, Chertsey, KT16 9BB

INTRODUCTION
This wheelchair accessible tree trail has been produced with Runnymede Access
Liaison Group (RALG). It is planned to provide a range of accessible trails for people
with a range of disabilities. Please see the RALG website at https://ralg.org.uk/
Gogmore Farm Park is close to the centre of Chertsey. Chertsey Railway Station, off
Guildford Street, is only 500 metres from the park. The pretty River Bourne runs
through the centre of the park. The park is monitored by CCTV. There are plans in
the future to offer a café facility from the Youth and Community Hub in the park, but
at the time of writing there are no refreshment facilities in the park. There are a number
of cafés 10 minutes away, along Guildford Street: exit the park opposite Chertsey
Library and turning left into town (please see the map). Please take bottled water with
you as the tree trail takes around an hour to complete, or longer at a more leisurely
pace. There are disabled toilet facilities from April to September in the park which are
accessed by a radar key. There are seating benches regularly spaced around the
route for rest stops. You follow the accessible tree trail at your own risk.

River Bourne in Gogmore Farm Park
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Wheelchair Accessibility
A wheelchair accessible assessment has been carried out by Runnymede Access
Liaison Group (RALG) and is on the RALG website: https://ralg.org.uk/
Most of the route is tarmac, which can be uneven in places due to tree roots. One
short section is unsurfaced and whilst compact, can be muddy in winter, and an
alternative route is provided in this leaflet. The route is sufficiently wide to allow other
users to pass or companions to walk alongside wheelchair users.
Three fishing platforms are also provided along the river which are suitable for
disabled anglers. Currently there is no booking system for the fishing platforms, and
you can fish for free in Gogmore Park. The small river has roach, barbel, chub, pike,
and carp. For more information on fishing in Chertsey and other areas in Runnymede
and Surrey please see the All About Angling website:
https://allaboutangling.net/surrey-fishing/chertsey/chertsey-bourne/

Wheelchair Accessible Fishing Ramps

Wheelchair Accessible Fishing Ramp 1

Wheelchair Fishing Ramp 2
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Wheelchair Accessible Fishing Ramps 3 and 4 respectively

Parking
There is a pay and display car park, with two disabled bays for people with a blue
badge to park free of charge. Disabled toilets are also available from April to
September in the white building below, which are accessed with a radar key.
Runnymede Borough Council sell radar keys at reception at the Civic Offices, Station
Road, Addlestone, KT15 2AH. The radar keys cost in the region of £4.50.

Disabled Car Parking – number 1 on the map
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HISTORY
Despite being in the heart of the town, Gogmore remained very rural until the 18th and
19th centuries. From the 12th and 13th centuries the site of the park was occupied by
a large mansion and its grounds, known in more recent times as Gogmore House.
The house was one of the more substantial residences in the town and stood until the
late 1970s.

Gogmore Farmhouse Being Demolished in the 1970s

(Photo Provided with the kind permission of Chertsey Museum)

Link with Charles Dickens and the novel Oliver Twist
In the mid-19th century the writer and entertainer Albert Smith lived in Gogmore
Cottage, near Gogmore House. Albert Smith was a great friend of Charles Dickens.
Charles Dickens regularly visited Chertsey, so much so that the town was
immortalised in Oliver Twist. It is to Chertsey that Bill Sikes takes Oliver to commit the
burglary which sees the orphan reunited with his family. The description of the route
Sikes and Oliver takes is vague but despite Pyrcroft House having features similar to
those described in the story, the journey sees the two characters walk over Chertsey
Bridge, and follow a route into town that is more likely to lead to Gogmore. Gogmore
House also had a high wall, as mentioned in the story, and a few years earlier had
been subjected to a burglary in very similar circumstances to the novel.
(Source: Emma Warren, Curator of Chertsey Museum).
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Oliver Twist - The Burglary in Chertsey

The above image was scanned by Philip V. Allingham and is used with the kind permission of the Victorian Web
for educational purposes in this leaflet. http://www.victorianweb.org/art/illustration/cruikshank/ot11.html

TREES IN GOGMORE FARM PARK
There are some specimen and world important trees in the park with interesting
stories of their discovery and naming. Some of the trees have links to the world of
medicine. The health benefit of trees has been scientifically proven. Research
(Twohigg-Bennett and Jones October 2018) shows that when you are among trees
your heart rate slows down and your blood pressure and stress levels come down.
That is why ‘Forest Bathing’ is becoming popular in Britain.

START OF THE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE TREE TRAIL
From the car park take the path straight ahead towards the children’s play area which
takes you past the white building. This is the Gogmore Park Youth and Community
Hub building. Turn right where the seating and camera are located. As you go past
the front of the white building you will see the disabled toilet. At the top of the ramp
to the toilet are two gates; you will need to open both gates so you can manoeuver
your wheelchair. The toilet is opened with a RADAR key. Radar Keys can be
purchased from Runnymede Borough Council, Station Road, Addlestone, KT15 2AH.
After passing the building turn right before crossing the river. You may wish to take a
short detour and go onto the bridge and look at the River Bourne. Otherwise, turn right
and stay on the path.
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View from Bridge

Alternatively, should you not take a detour onto the bridge, if there is no one fishing
on the disabled fishing ramp on your left, you may wish to go down the ramp and take
a closer look at the river.

Wheelchair Accessible Fishing Ramp 1
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Come back up the ramp and turn left, so you go past the end of the car park on your
right, and the River Bourne on your left. You will cross a wooden bridge: continue
ahead, and around the corner you will see a large veteran oriental plane tree with a
very wide girth of over 4 metres. The oriental plane tree originates from the Balkans
and as far east as Iran. The Tree of Hippocrates - under which Hippocrates, the
"Father of Medicine", taught his pupils medicine - is reputed to have been an oriental
plane tree. Hippocrates’s teachings are still used in medicine, ie. the Hippocratic oath
doctors still take today to uphold ethical standards of medical practice. Hippocrates
taught his students medicine 2,400 years ago. There is a 500 year old oriental plane
tree in the centre of Kos (Kos is a Greek island in the Agean Sea) marking the spot
where Hippocrates taught. The oriental plane tree in Kos is the largest in Europe.
(source: Wikipedia)

Oriental Plane Tree – number 2 on the map

Pass the veteran tree and turn left on to the metal pedestrian bridge. On the other
side of the bridge is a short uneven path.

Metal Pedestrian Bridge
8

On the other side of the bridge is a short unsurfaced path.
(If the path is too muddy in winter for you, or you want a shorter trail, please turn
around and go back over the pedestrian bridge and the way you came, past the
Oriental Plane tree and wooden bridge, past the car park and white building and then
turn right over the first wooden river bridge to rejoin the route, where you will see two
Alder trees and a cycle network signpost ahead of you. Turn to page 10 in this leaflet).
After you cross the pedestrian bridge you will see a tall Wellingtonia tree in the private
car park next to the path.

Wellingtonia gigantea or Sequoiadendron giganteum – number 3 on the map

The Wellingtonia gigantea was originally given this name to memorialise the Duke of
Wellington who passed away in 1852. This name is botanically incorrect and was
corrected to Sequoiadendron giganteum some years later, much more commonly
known as the giant redwood. The giant redwood is the tallest tree in the world and
can grow to an average height of 50 – 85 metres or 164 – 279 feet, with trunks as
wide as 6 – 8 metres or 20 – 26 feet. The tree species originate from California.
Wellingtonias started to be grown in England in the 1860s.The Wellingtonias
introduction in England is credited to Cornish plant hunter William Lobb who brought
seeds back to England from California on behalf of Veitch Nurseries in 1853.
The Duke of Wellington (1st May 1769 – 14th September 1852) was an Anglo-Irish
soldier and Tory statesman who served twice as prime minister of Britain and won the
Battle of Waterloo against Napoleon Bonaparte in 1815.
(Source: Wikipedia)
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Continue ahead back into the park: on the left by a lamp post you will see another
tall tree, which is a walnut.
Past the walnut you will see the entrance back into Gogmore Farm Park ahead of
you, with a Yew tree next to the bridge.

Walnut Tree Next to the Lamp Post – number 4 on the map

Bridge and Yew Tree – number 5 on the map
10

Once you cross the bridge, take the right-hand path. Ahead you will see an unusual
signpost, almost a sculpture (number 5 on the map).

Sustrans Cycle Network Signpost – number 6 on the map

Behind the cycle network signpost are two Italian Alder trees.

Two Italian Alder Trees and catkins and new green fruits– number 7 on the map
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Turn to your left and you will see the wooden bridge over the river that leads to the
disabled toilets in the white building and back to the car park. To the left of the bridge
you will see a Swamp Cypress tree.

A

Swamp Cypress Tree – number 8 on the map

The Swamp Cypress tree is a deciduous tree and in Autumn the leaves turn a rich
yellow brown. The tree is native to the South Eastern United States of America and
can be found in swamps or on dry land. The swamp cypress is a slow growing tree.
The oldest tree in America is 2,624 years old and is on the Black River in North
Carolina.
Walk past the pergola and turn right BEFORE the wooden bridge, keeping the River
Bourne on your left.
This path follows the River Bourne to the North entrance of the park, passing fishing
platforms 2, 3 and 4 for which are accessible for wheelchair users.
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Continue ahead on the path that runs next to the River Bourne and if you look across
the green space to your right you will see three Oak trees.

Oak Tree in Gogmore Farm Park – number 9 on the map

One mature Oak can support 500 different living species. Trees are standalone eco
systems supporting birds, insects, lichen, fungi etc. Ancient trees can support owls
and bats.
On the left of the path, growing on the riverbank are silvery Aspen trees.

Number 10 on the map
13

Beyond the set of oak trees in the greenspace are three Weeping Willow trees that
look like one gigantic Weeping Willow.

Full size weeping willow trees – number 11 on the map

On one of the Weeping Willows are Bracket Fungi
14

Pollarded Willow Trees along the River Bourne – number 12 on the map

Along this part of the river the Weeping Willow trees on the riverbank have been
pollarded so they do not grow as large as full size Weeping Willows. They also hold
the riverbank together, thus preventing erosion of the bank.
As you pass along the River Bourne you may catch a glimpse of the wary mallard
ducks and drakes.
A Hungarian Oak is located almost opposite the large willow trees on the other side
of the green along the footpath. The Hungarian Oak has spikey Acorns, and
originates from southeastern Europe (parts of Italy, the Balkans, parts of Hungary,
Romania) and Turkey.

Hungarian Oak Leaves and Tree - number 13 on the map
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Continue to walk along the path beside the river and you will see tall trees that are
Siebold’s Maples on your left and at the end of the greenspace. The riverside path
will bring you to another river bridge: please cross over the wooden bridge.

Siebold MapleTrees Lining the River Bank Up to the River Bridge – number 14 on the map
at the North End of Gogmore Farm Park

Siebold Maple Leaves

The Siebold Maple is a native to Japan and common in the forests of Hokkaidō,
Honshū, Shikoku and Kyūshū Islands; in the south of the range it is restricted to
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mountain forests. It is named after Philipp Franz Balthasar von Siebold (17 February
1796 – 18 October 1866). Sielbold was a German physician, botanist, and traveler.
He achieved prominence through his studies of Japanese flora and fauna and the
introduction of Western medicine in Japan. He was the father of the first female
Japanese doctor, Kusumoto Ine.
At the end of the wooden bridge, if you turn left you will see Pendulous Sedge growing
on the edge of the riverbank.

Pendulous Sedge – number 15 on the map

The leaves of Pendulous Sedge used to be used for rope and matting.

Pink Flowers of the Rosebay Willow Herb – number 16 on the map
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If you turn around, on the right-hand side of the bridge you will find Bull Rushes, and
Rosebay Willow Herb in June.
You will also see Common Water Parsnip along the river-bank late spring and early
summer.

Common Water Parsnip Flowers

Continue ahead on the path with the river on your left, going back towards the car
park. There are many Ash trees on this side of the Chertsey Bourne.

Ash Tree Leaf and Seeds
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Continue ahead and take the left-hand path so you continue to walk along the river.
As you pass a picnic bench and zip wire on your right, you will find a very rare tree
next to the path, the Dawn Redwood tree.
Dawn Redwood Tree – number 17 on the map
showing the distinctive shape of the branches and bark of the tree.

The leaves and cone of the Dawn Redwood Tree
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There are three types of Redwood tree: Giant Redwood (Wellingtonia); Coast
Redwood; and Dawn Redwood. The Dawn Redwood is the shortest of the three types
of Redwood and grows to 50 metres high. The Dawn Redwood originates from
Lichaun County, China, whereas the Giant and Coast Redwoods originated from
California, USA.
Professor Cheng of China’s National Central University sent an expedition to the Szechwan Province in 1946 to examine a tree thought to be extinct for 5 million years.
The expedition found 1,000 Dawn Redwoods (Metasequoia glyptostroboides) living
in very isolated groves in South Eastern China.
Seeds from the trees were collected, and in 1948 the seeds were distributed to botanic
gardens and universities across the world, most certainly saving the Dawn Redwood
from extinction.
The World Conservation Union has classified the Dawn Redwoods as “critically endangered” due to human encroachment in its natural habitat.
(Source: Dawn Redwood 20th Century Botanical Discovery – Gayle Pille)

The trail finishes past a line of Zelcova trees (also known as Stone Pillar trees due
to the colour of their bark) along the riverbank.

Zelcova (Stone Pillar) Trees and Bark – number 18 on the map

When you reach the wooden bridge on your left and the white building on your right,
turn right back to the round seating area and camera, and then turn left to return to
the car park.

This is the END OF THE TREE TRAIL.
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OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
If you are interested in history, Chertsey Museum is opposite the green near the
corner of Windsor Street and Alwyns Lane and open Tuesday to Friday 12.30pm to
4.30pm and Saturdays 11am to 4pm.
Chertsey Library, Guildford Street, Chertsey, KT16 9BE
Day

Opening times

Monday

2pm - 5pm
10am - 1pm
2pm - 5pm
Closed
10am - 1pm
2pm - 5pm
10am - 1pm
2pm - 5pm
10am - 4pm
Closed

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Runnymede Access Liaison Group (RALG)
Runnymede Access Liaison Group (RALG) was originally set up in 1991 as an advisory body to
Runnymede Borough Council to suggest how the needs of disabled people might be best met within
the Borough. Now an independent group, but still maintaining strong links with the Borough Council,
we provide a representative “voice” for disabled residents.
As well as our advisory work for the Council, we are a channel of advice to individual residents and
community groups on how to access services and facilities for the disabled. We also provide a link
to other organisations such as the County Councils’ Highway Authority, who might be able to assist
with practical solutions to problems. Over the past 22 years we have carried out over 50 access
appraisals of public buildings, parks and other facilities within the Borough, many of which you can
find on our website.
Our Group is affiliated to the Surrey Access Forum.
Please contact us if you would like to raise an issue. We look forward to hearing from you!
www.ralg.org.uk
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